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On the Year of Priestly Vocations

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord:

In the name of our diocese, | would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude to the “Diocesan Ad Hoc Committee for the
Year of St. Paul” for its generous efforts. May God bless them
abundantly and reward them. | am also very pleased with the
positive response of all the people of the diocese during this
past year. This is indeed a great encouragement for me. | hope
the life of St. Paul, his teaching, his example and, in particular,
his spirit of evangelization, will continue to deeply inspire all of
us.

In line with the pastoral priorities set by the Diocesan
Synod (2000-2001), it was originally our plan to follow the
“Year of St. Paul” with the “Year of Vocations.”

Then, by God’s Providence, Pope Benedict XVI on
March 16 of this year announced that in order to commemorate
of the 150th anniversary of the death of St. John Mary Vianney,
The Cure of Ars, the period from June 19 of this year until June
19 of next year will be designated as the “Year of Priests”,
which has just taken place.

Now, after seeking the advice of the Council of Priests
and the Board of Diocesan Consultors, | announce that our
Diocese will celebrate a “Year of Priestly Vocations”, which
will run from July 1 of this year to December 31 next year.
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This celebration will take into due consideration both the aims
of the *“Year of Priests” as announced by the Holy Father, and
the aforementioned priorities of the Diocesan Synod. It is my
profound hope that our priests will actively participate in
ongoing formation, raise the quality of their pastoral ministry,
and, united with the laity and through various vocational
activities, encourage young men to respond to God’s call with
generosity.

What more must we do during the Year of Priestly
Vocations? The following are my five suggestions:

1. As priests, each one of us, must be someone who
places “to be” ahead of “to do.” This means that he must have a
daily schedule for regular prayers, with a fixed time for
meditation on Scripture and spiritual readings. Further, a priest
must participate actively in the diocesan programmes for
ongoing formation.

2. Priests must be particularly solicitous for altar boys’
associations, because they are a seedbed of vocations. The
favourable impression we make attracts the altar boys, who will
then be formed in the Christian faith. In this way an altar boys’
association is similar to a minor seminary.

3. I have also instructed the formation team in the Holy
Spirit Seminary to broaden the scope of the recruitment of
seminarians and to revive a good tradition of our Church: let the
seminary receive boys in Form Four or above, who are willing
to stay for an experience of life in the seminary. This will enable
the seeds of priestly vocations to be sown in their hearts. We

15

appeal to all the faithful, especially parish priests and Catholic
parents, to give full support to this programme.

4. | earnestly hope that every parish will establish as
soon as possible a committee for promoting vocations and that
spiritual and material support should be given to its endeavours.

5. The Commission for the Ongoing Formation of the
Clergy, the Diocesan Vocations Commission, and the Holy
Spirit Seminary are planning activities for the ongoing
formation of priests and for promoting priestly vocations. |
invite everyone of you to take an active part in them.

In conclusion, with the Blessed Mother, let each of us
continue to pray and respond to the calling of the Lord: “May it
be done to me according to your word!” (Lk. 1:38)

+ John Tong
Bishop of Hong Kong
Closing of the Year of St. Paul
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